The Ark

Newsletter

@

b oke

March 2025

Staff News

Unfortunately Amy will be leaving The Ark on 15% April. Amy is moving to Salisbury and has
gained employment closer to home. We wish Amy all the best of luck in her new role. We are
currently recruiting for a practitioner to join the preschool room team.

Ofsted

Our routine Ofsted inspection went well we are just waiting for the report to go live so we can share it
with you all

Children’s Activities

Pajama day to support Children in need

We are very keen to promote independence in our children and we would be grateful if your
child could be dressed in clothes that allow them to access the toilets independently e.g.
elasticated jogging bottoms. Please could you ensure that your child wears shoes which they



can fasten themselves and that they can put their own coat on. We spend a lot of time
outdoors, so a waterproof coat and a pair of wellies are essential. A clean change of clothing
is also advisable for all children as accidents can happen. We have limited spare clothing.

Children’s security - It is very important for the security of the children at The Ark
that no unauthorised person is admitted to the building. Consequently we would ask
that parents refrain from opening the door to anyone. This applies even if you know the
person or he/she is wearing the uniform of, for instance, a courier company or Royal Mail.
Also please remember to slide both bolts on our green gate at the entrance to our premises.
In addition, if you have asked someone to collect your child on your behalf, please ensure
that we have that person’s name listed as someone authorised to collect your child on their
admission form. It is also helpful, if possible, to let us know in advance when you have
arranged for someone else to collect.

Packed Lunch

For children who do not eat a hot nursery lunch, the option of bringing in a packed lunch is
available. When choosing items for your child’s lunch box please be mindful of our Nutrition
Policy which requests that parents support us in our healthy eating aims when providing
packed lunches. Food such as crisps, chocolate, sweets or fizzy drinks and squash should be
avoided, as should any other foods with high levels of additives/colourings as some children
are highly sensitive to these ingredients which can severely affect their behaviour and /or
make them sick. Food with nut content should also be avoided as children with severe
allergy to nuts can suffer extreme reactions even via indirect contact. Fruit or vegetable and
dairy snacks are encouraged. Please ensure that fruit such as grapes, blueberries and any
cylinder foods are chopped as they can be a choking hazard for children.

Please do not put Kiwi in your child’s lunch box as we have two members of staff with an
allergy to Kiwi.

Reminders

Please ensure that your child’s details are up to date, it is important contacts and
emergency contacts are correct.

Please take extra precautions when entering and exiting the building, ensuring that both
front doors are fully closed behind you.

Please ensure that your child attends nursery with appropriate and named clothing, we use
the outdoor space all year round.

Please arrive in good time to collect your child at the end of the session.

Please do not forget to inform us if your child is unwell. Some illnesses are very infectious,
and we need to notify other parents and on occasions implement cautionary measures
within the setting. If we don’t hear from you, we will call you in accordance with our
safeguarding procedures.

Parking - Please remember not to park on school grounds between 8.30am and 3.30pm.

Children In Need - Thank you to all those who donated to Children in Need through The
Ark’s collection. We raised £67.72

Term Dates 2025

Spring Term 2025

Monday 6" January - Friday 4" April

Easter holiday Friday 4% April - Tuesday 22nd April
Good Friday 18 April the Ark Closed



Easter Monday 21st April the Ark closed
Holiday club Monday 7th April — Thursday 17t April

Summer term 2024

Tuesday 22" April- Wednesday 23" July

Half Term and holiday Club Tuesday 27t - 30t May

The Ark Closure week Monday 25th - Friday 29" August inclusive

Christmas closure Wednesday 24" December-Friday 2" January the Ark will re-
open on Monday 5t January

If your child has a term time only booking they should not attend on inset/ holiday
club days.

The Ark is open all year round except all Bank Holidays.

Dates for your diary

Easter Bingo Friday 4™ April 7pm at Child Okeford Village Hall

The Ark Trustees will be hosting a stall at this year’s Hey Day on Saturday 28% June. Any
parent helpers would be greatly appreciated. Please speak to Sarah or Tash if you are able
to help.

Preschool Graduation and Family Picnic will be held on Saturday 12 July 12-2pm

Sarah McNab

Nursery Manager



